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OCCB Monthly Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 – 7:00PM 
Prairie Heritage Center
The O’Brien County Conservation Board met in regular session at The Prairie Heritage Center on April 8, 2026. The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM. 
Board members present: Greg Burmakow, Hope Crowhurst, John Putnam, Dan Verrips, and Tom Konz. Staff present: Mark Wilson, Sarah Fiddelke.
There were 5 visitor from the public.
Motion to approve the April 8, 2026 agenda presented by Burmakow, seconded by Verrips. Motion carried, unanimous.
Motion to approve the March 11, 2026 regular meeting minutes with the correction for the Mueller trailer presented by Verrips, seconded by Putnam. Motion carried, unanimous.
Motion to approve the April 2026 Claims and Expenditures presented by Verrips, seconded by Crowhurst. Motion carried, unanimous.
Discussion on the rotunda exhibit project with continued progress installment April 15 and open house presentation at the Bison Burger Picnic, August 11, 2026. 
Motion to approve the Iowa DNR Fish Habitat Grant Agreement presented by Burmakow, seconded by Verrips. Motion carried, unanimous.
Motion to approve the Covey Church-Grant Township Agreement presented by Verrips, seconded by Putnam. Motion carried, unanimous. 
Discussion on the Litka Wildlife Area. Motion to approve regulation change to only allow archery hunting starting September 1, 2026 presented by Verrips, seconded by Putnam. Motion carried, unanimous. 
Motion to approve the purchase of Kayak Trailer from Sioux City Fabrication and Machine LLC in the amount of $6509.00 presented by Verrips, seconded by Burmakow. Motion carried, unanimous.  

Discussion from Scot Osborn, representative of O’Brien County Pheasants Forever Chapter, about food plots and planting seed availability, use of the wildlife biologist and fund raised for land purchases. 

Discussion on Muxlow Area Lease. 
Motion to terminate the lease on grounds of cost effectiveness and remove all signs presented by Verrips, seconded by Putnam. Motion carried, unanimous. 

Discussion on Little Sioux Overlook lease.
Motion to terminate lease and clean up and close the area leaving the picnic table and grill presented by Verrips, seconded by Putnam. Motion carried, unanimous. 

Discussion on Flinders Area. No active lease. Remove signs.

Motion to approve the Nature Conservancy-Assistance MOU presented by Burmakow, seconded by Verrips. Motion carried, unanimous. 


Presentation of informational items and staff reports.  
Public Comments: 
Stocking with fish in Dog Creek Park and Mill Creek Park-perch and collars for the bison herd for grazing.
Next Regular Meeting Thursday May 14, 2026; 8:00am at Mill Creek Park Lodge.

Motion to adjourn presented by Burmakow, seconded by Putnam. Motion carried, unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 8:38PM.  
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Tom Konz

Board Chair
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